Dear Parent/Carer,
Launch of Sparx Reader — Weekly Reading Homework

Following a successful trial of Sparx Reader during the summer term, we are delighted to announce
that we will now be introducing Sparx Reader as part of our weekly reading programme.

We are excited to have partnered with Sparx Learning to provide our students with access to this
engaging and personalised reading platform. Sparx Reader is designed to encourage regular reading
while developing students’ reading fluency, comprehension and vocabulary — essential skills that
support success across all areas of the curriculum.

Introducing Sparx Reader
Students will be introduced to the platform during a Sparx Reader launch assembly and will be
shown how to log in. Their login details will be the same as those they use to access Sparx Maths.

To ensure that Sparx Reader provides each student with appropriate reading suggestions, students
will also complete a short assessment in a computer room. This will help identify their current
reading age and ensure that the texts recommended to them are suitably challenging and accessible.

Sparx Reader provides personalised reading recommendations and incorporates comprehension
guestions to encourage students to read carefully and develop their understanding of what they
read.

Weekly Reading Homework

It is important to emphasise that Sparx Reader is reading homework and is separate from English
homework. It should therefore be viewed as an additional weekly homework expectation, alongside
homework set by English and all other subjects.

e Sparx Reader homework will be set on a Tuesday.

e It will be due the following Tuesday.

e Students will be expected to complete the minimum weekly reading target set on the
platform.

e Students should aim to complete their reading regularly throughout the week rather than
leaving it until the deadline.

We believe that establishing a consistent reading routine will have a significant positive impact on
students' vocabulary, comprehension, confidence and ability to access challenging texts across the
curriculum.
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Support at School

We understand that not all students may have access to a suitable device at home. To support
students with this, Mrs Astley will run a lunchtime Sparx Reader session every Monday in CS1, where
students can use a school computer to complete their reading homework.

Students who do not complete the minimum weekly requirement will also be required to attend this
lunchtime session in order to catch up with their reading.

How can you support your child?
You can help your child to develop a positive reading routine by:

e Encouraging them to complete their Sparx Reader homework throughout the week.

e Providing a quiet environment where they can read without distractions.

e Asking them about the book or text they are reading and discussing it with them.

e Encouraging them to take their time and read carefully so that they can answer the
comprehension questions accurately.

e Checking their weekly progress and encouraging them to meet their reading target.

Sparx Reader can be accessed on any device with an internet connection and a web browser.

We are very pleased to be extending our use of Sparx Learning following the success of the summer-
term trial, and we hope that Sparx Reader will help our students to develop a strong and consistent
reading habit.

Thank you for your continued support in encouraging your child to read regularly and engage
positively with their learning.

Yours faithfully,

Mrs Astley
Reading Leader
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